
Outstanding
Educator: March 17

Campus newspaper
project: March 30

It takes creativity and hard
work to put together compelling
division programming for an
AEJMC Convention, and
Newspaper Division members
have proved once again that they
can provide both. The division's
offerings at the Aug. 9-12 meeting
will include sessions examining
everything from the pressures
placed on journalism by new

media and government public
relations to how professors
trained in the 20th century can
prepare students to work in the
21st. The division also will offer
the full range of programming an
AEJMC group can schedule: a
half-day pre-conference work -
shop, a mini-plenary, and panel
sessions on teaching, research
and professional freedom and
responsibility.

Division programming will
begin with a half-day pre-conven -

tion workshop Aug. 8 titled “As
the World Turns: Publishing
24/365” that will examine what
the industry wants from us so
that we can prepare students to
deliver news around the clock,
and how some journalism pro -
grams are doing that. 

Among the confirmed speak -
ers are Greg Brock, senior editor

Deadlines near for award nominations

Convention program will span wide range
By Susan Keith
Vice Chair/Programming Head

The AEJMC Newspaper
Division seeks nominations for
its Outstanding Educator Award,
which is open to any journalism
professor who is a full-time facul -
ty member of a bachelor degree-
granting institution of higher
education in the United States.
The nominee should have a
demonstrated track record of
achievement in preparing jour -
nalism students, advancing jour -
nalism education and promoting
career development. 

The deadline for nominations
is Friday, March 17 by e-mail.
Applications should be e-mailed
in one file to: Laura Castañeda,

AEJMC Newspaper Division
Teaching Standards Co-Chair,
University of Southern California
at lcastane@usc.edu. The subject
line of the email should note that
it is a nomination for the AEJMC
Newspaper Division Outstanding
Educator Award.

The procedure for compiling a
nomination packet is:

1. The nominator should send
an e-mail with a nomination let -
ter of no more than two single-
spaced pages attached. The nom-
ination letter should follow this
format:

Nominator: Name, title,
school or organization, email,
phone. 

2. The nominee should also
provide a two-page document
that lists the nominee's achieve -
ments. Links to the nominee's

The Newspaper Division
would like to invite professors to
submit newspapers for the annu -
al 2007 AEJMC Newspaper
Division Newspaper Project
Award. 

Online-only publications are
not eligible for this award,
although they may be eligible for
a Web competition sponsored by
the Visual Communication
Division. (See http://www.mtsu.
edu/~aejmc/index.htm for details)

Postmark deadline for sub -
missions of projects done in 2005-
2006 or 2006-2007 is March 30,
2007. See entry form on page 7
for further details. 
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Teaching Co-Chair

By Ann Auman
Teaching Co-Chair
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at The New York Times ; Jim
Brady, executive editor of
Washingtonpost.com; and Samir
Husni, international magazine
consultant and chair of the
University of Mississippi journal -
ism department.

This year, as last year, the
Newspaper Division will also pre -
sent a mini-plenary, a session on
a topic of broad interest sched -
uled at a time when only four
other sessions are programmed.
This spotlighted session, “Of
Propaganda, Patriotism and
Patronage: The Legal, Ethical
and Practical Implications of
Journalists Working with
Government Agencies,” will
examine situations such as those
in which Miami journalists took
payments from the U.S. govern -
ment-backed Radio/TV Marti,
which maintains an anti-Castro
point of view.

In addition, Newspaper
Division members are taking lead
or co-sponsoring roles in organiz -
ing panel sessions on several
important topics:

l How newspaper ownership
changes, particularly the 2006
sale of Knight Ridder and the
emergence of local ownership
groups, are affecting coverage of
communities.

l How pressure to put stories
online immediately is affecting
the quality of the editing on news -
paper Web sites.

l What journalism professors
can do to encourage students to
close the “gender gap” in news
story sourcing.

l How newspaper companies
and academics can work together
to conduct and apply research
useful to the industry.

l What professors have to do
to keep up with advancing tech -
nologies and technologically
savvy students.

l How the qualitative
research method of textual analy -

sis can be used to study images,
such as those in newspaper or on
newspaper Web sites.

l Whether editors and media
ethics professors can collaborate
to improve journalistic standards.

l How collaboration and
teamwork are of growing impor -
tance in the production of online
news sites.

The work of producing this
varied division schedule began in
mid-October, when division mem -
bers sent in 18 proposals for con -
vention programming. That set in
motion a planning process that
can seem a little mysterious until
you have experienced it. 

First, divisions have to deter -
mine which of their proposals to
forward to AEJMC headquarters
to be shared with the officers of
other divisions and interest
groups. AEJMC recommends that
no more than a dozen be forward -
ed, but this year, the Newspaper
Division slipped in a 13th and
incorporated two other program -
ming proposals into its pre-con -
vention workshop. So more than
80 percent of submitted proposals
got a chance for further consider -
ation.

In early November, AEJMC
headquarters made the forward -
ed proposals - more than 250 in
all - available to the leaders of
each division and interest group,
and programming negotiations by
e-mail and phone began. Because
AEJMC has 28 divisions and
interest groups and only about
215 programming slots - about 40
percent of which are devoted this
year to refereed research - each
division and interest group is lim -
ited in the number of sessions it
can program. As a result, it
makes sense for divisions and
interest groups to stretch their
programming powers by finding
co-sponsors for panel sessions. 

In many cases, this is easy to
do because two divisions or inter -
est groups will propose similar
panels on a hot topic. In other
cases, a division or interest group
may want to program a session

examining a topic important for
that group but of limited interest
to other AEJMC groups. In those
cases, division officers may find
themselves saying, “If you'll co-
sponsor our session on X, which
we will broaden to include one of
your group's interests, our group
will co-sponsor your session on
Y.” 

This negotiation process -
which, like buying a home, can
involve offers, counter offers and
last-minute surprises - continued
through Dec. 2-3, when division
officers met in New Orleans to
finalize the convention schedule
at what is known as the “chip
auction.” Even there, strategy
played a crucial role as division
heads and vice heads decided how
to spend poker chips they were
given to represent programming
slots. Each division or interest
group had a chance to claim one
convention programming slot,
then had to wait while the other
27 groups took turns, until all the
programming was scheduled.

Because no AEJMC group is
allowed to program against itself,
divisions had to try to grab the
best times among a constantly
dwindling number of sessions
while avoiding programming two
sessions during the same time
slot. A new concern this year was
that the convention officially
begins one day later than usual,
on a Thursday, and runs through
Sunday. Some groups were
understandably eager to avoid
programming sessions on Sunday
afternoon, though it was impossi -
ble for every division to do so.

Inevitably, many worthy pro -
posals did not make the final con -
vention program. In fact, you
could have programmed a strong
AEJMC convention just from the
“leftover” sessions. Newspaper
Division members whose ideas
were not accepted should take
heart, though. At least one of the
division's panel sessions this year
grew out of a proposal resubmit -
ted after it failed to make the con -
vention program last year. 

Convention
From Page 1
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The countdown to the April 1
deadline for paper submissions
for the annual conference in
August has begun.

This year, we have several
special calls and a new electronic
submission system.  The
Newspaper Division, under
Frank Fee’s leadership, has been
a pioneer in electronic submission
management for the last two
years, and AEJMC has adopted a
uniform system for all divisions
and interest groups.  The system,
managed by All Academic, Inc.,
allows for online filing (no more
midnight runs to the post office),
online evaluations and electronic
notifications.  You do have to file
by 11:59 p.m. (Central Standard
Time) on Sunday, April 1, 2007.

You’ll need to fill out an online
submission form that includes
information such as your name,
affiliation, mailing address, tele -
phone number and email address.
When you submit the paper -- use
Word, WordPerfect or PDF for -
mat -- you’ll need to include an
abstract of no more than 75
words.  Do not include your name
on the title page or the running
heads for subsequent pages.

As always, if your paper is

accepted, at least one author will
need to attend the convention in
Washington to present it.
Although submissions must not
be under consideration for publi -
cation or for other conferences,
you’ll retain the copyright and
will be free to submit them for
publication after they are pre -
sented at the conference.

Reviewers will create an
account in the system and receive
their papers electronically -- pro -
viding more time for the reviews.
Online review forms will elimi -
nate delays -- and the task of
mailing forms. 

To submit a paper, you only
need to go to
http://www.aejmc.org/07conven -
tion/ index.php, create an account
and then go through the submis -
sion process.

At press time, there are still a
couple of questions about the
reviewer registration process.
When those details are clarified,
they will be sent through the divi -
sion listserv.

Since we anticipate a bumper
crop of papers this year, we’ll
need lots of reviewers.  If you’re
willing to volunteer, send an
email to dshaver@mail.ucf.edu
and list the areas in which you
feel best qualified to review.

This year, we’ll again have

cash prizes for the top student
paper (the MacDougall Student
Paper Award) as well as the top
three Newspaper Division open
competition papers which include
both student and faculty
research.  We’ll also, once again,
sponsor the INMA Competition
for industry research.  

This year, we have a special
call for papers -- co-sponsored
with the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual,
Transgender Interest Group -- for
research focusing on news cover -
age of GLBT-related political
issues.  Papers submitted for this
research panel should be marked
“GLBT-Related Political Issues”
when submitted.

For more details, see the
AEJMC 2007 Uniform Call for
Online Paper Submissions at
http://aejmc.org/_events/conven -
tion/papercall/uniform_call.php
or the Newspaper Division call for
papers in this edition of
Leadtime.

If you have any questions
along the way, please contact Dan
Shaver at dshaver@mail.ucf.edu
or Research Co-Chair Xigen Li at
lixigen@siu.edu.

We look forward to an exciting
program in Washington, to lots of
submissions and lots of volun -
teers to assist in reviewing all
those papers.

The Newspaper Division of
AEJMC invites faculty and stu -
dents to submit research papers
regarding newspaper topics for
presentation at the association's
annual meeting. Sessions will be
devoted to theoretically based
studies of newspapers or issues
concerning the newspaper indus -
try. Both qualitative and quanti -
tative research in newspaper his -
tory, law, policy, effects, process -
es, use and ethics are welcome.
Papers may not be longer than 25

pages, excluding tables, figures
and references.

The Newspaper Division
offers an open competition in
which student papers compete
with faculty papers. However,

student authors are encouraged
to be considered for the
MacDougall Student Paper
Award, in which a $200 prize and
a plaque are given to the top stu -
dent paper. Papers to be consid -
ered for the MacDougall Student
Paper Award should be noted as
such in the accompanying cover
note. All authors of the paper
must be students in order for the
paper to be considered for this

Conference papers due online by April 1
By Dan Shaver
Research Chair

Calls for papers: general call, industry award, GBLT research
Newspaper Division

Call For Papers
Renaissance Hotel, 
Washington D. C. 

Aug. 9-12

See CALL, page 5
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I don’t come from a line of
newspaper owners, editors or
reporters. But after I began a
career in journalism so did two of
my cousins, both in radio news.
And now the next generation of
the family is following suit with
one recent college grad working
in the magazine industry and
another who will be looking for a
newspaper-reporting job after he
graduates in June.

I mention this only because,
like many of you, I am trying to
figure out the future of newspa -
pers, and how we can prepare our
students for the massive changes
that are occurring today and will
likely continue tomorrow as Wall
Street pummels newspaper own -
ers into increasing the focus on
profits over public service.

And like my younger cousins,
I also hear from my students, who
are just a few years younger, that
they, too, are interested in print
journalism and television news.
In fact, not a single student in my
Honors Media Writing class this
semester spoke of wanting to
work for online publications.
They want careers in print or
television news.

What to make of this?
What led to three of us

launching journalism careers in
the 1970s? I can only answer that
we were raised in homes where
newspapers were read, where pol -
itics were discussed and commu -
nity news was important. Our
grandfather and his siblings were
active in town government - both
on the dais and in the back room.
Our New Jersey hometown did
not have local television and was
too far from the media centers in
New York City or Philadelphia to
warrant a mention on the slowest

news day.
It can’t be as simple as that.

Or is it?
What can we make of a pre -

diction by Arthur Sulzberger,
owner, chairman and publisher of
The New York Times , that the
print edition of the Times will be

gone in five
y e a r s ?
According to
some reports,
on a daily
basis the
Times has
more online
readers than
subscribers.
Does it make
a difference

that the Times views itself more
of a national paper than a local
paper? Or, is Sulzberger’s predic -
tion an acknlowdgement of what
many of us have known, suspect -
ed or feared. Pick one. Pick the
one that suits you.

But it still doesn’t answer the
question: What to make of this?

Chris Peck, publisher of The
Commercial Appeal in Memphis,
noted recently  in a column that
for local newspapers to survive
advertising has to come from
local businesses. 

Oh, Chris, I wanted to say:
Has it come to this - where an edi -
tor has to worry more about
advertising than about reporting?

Well, no. In the same column
Peck said: “In this digital age
with instant access to events, the
world desperately needs people
who report the news with credi -
bility and verification.”

So there it is: the medium is
not the message. Our newspaper
skills of writing, researching,
reporting are still vital  in our
commuities no matter their size -
local or national and anything in
between.

Journalism skills still crucial
for multimedia news delivery
By Kathleen Wickham
Division Head

HEAD LINES

Kathleen Wickham

Editor’s Note: One of the note -
worthy PF&R struggles this aca -
demic year has involved the
efforts to have “prior review” over -
turned at the University of Texas-
Austin.  We asked UT Student
Publications Director Kathy
Lawrence to update the
Newspaper Division on this suc -
cessful struggle.

The educational experience at
The Daily Texan at the
University of Texas-’Austin will
change historically within the
next 90 days when prior review -
mandated for the past 35 years
by the UT Board of Regents - goes
the way of the buggy whip.

The Regents’ unanimous vote
came after many years of effort
by students, faculty and advisers
and has been welcomed by col-
leagues throughout the country
as a very positive signal about
the value of student press free -
dom. UT Regent Cyndi Krier, a
Daily Texan alum, made it clear
in her remarks during the board
discussion that Regents under -
stand why mandated review
needs to go. The action doesn’t
mean that newspaper staff mem -
bers will run amok committing
random acts of libel.

Rather, the Texan adviser
will be placed in what most prac -
titioners regard as a more effec -
tive teaching role. Instead of
starting his workday reading
final copy at 6 p.m., when many
of the staff members have gone

35 years of
prior review
about to end
at UT Austin

By Kathy Lawrence
University of Texas

See REVIEW, page 5



home, he’ll start his work earlier.
He’ll counsel student staff mem -
bers throughout the newsgather -
ing process, and he’ll be available
for one-to-one guidance for stu -
dents at all levels. He’ll have time
to do proper critiques of the news -
paper, and time to plan work -
shops and training to better pre -
pare our students for work here
at UT and after they graduate.

We believe mandated prior
review made it into our system at
the hands of the late UT Regent
Frank C. Erwin, often quoted as
saying “We do not fund anything
that we don’t control.”  While the
adviser has rarely withheld con -
tent (we only know of one real
instance), it lasted for so many
years because of a fear that the
University would be vulnerable to

liability if content were not first
screened by a professional.

In the new scenario, we’ll be
required to carry libel insurance,
something many college newspa -
pers have routinely done for
years. We’re also required to doc -
ument that the system of training
and oversight in place will be
effective and comparable to that
used in commercial media. Our
student media board and UT
System administrators must
agree that we’ve satisfied that
requirement, and we have no
problem with that. We’re con -
vinced that the training we pro -
vide, the instruction students
already receive in UT’s Fine
College of Communication and
the additional opportunities they
will have for day-long interaction
with a professional adviser will
result in a better community
newspaper and an improved stu -
dent learning experience.
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From Page 4

award. In addition, awards are
given for the top three Newspaper
Division papers. Winners receive
a $100 prize and a plaque. All
papers submitted to the division
are automatically considered for
these awards. 

All submissions will be blind
refereed by a panel of indepen -
dent readers.

Papers are accepted on the
understanding they have not
been previously presented or pub -
lished and are not under consid -
eration by a scholarly journal or
by another scholarly or trade
organization. Papers cannot be
submitted to more than one
AEJMC division, nor to both the
regular research competitive and
to a special call for papers.

All entries should follow the
AEJMC Uniform Call for Papers
and use the electronic submission
process.

Questions may be directed to

Research Chair Dan Shaver at
dshaver@mail.ucf. edu or
Research Co-Chair Xigen Li at
lixigen@siu.edu.

Special Call for Newspaper
Industry Research Papers

A special refereed paper ses -
sion at the national convention
sponsored by the Council of
Affiliates and the Newspaper
Division will focus on industry-
related research. The competition
offers $300 to the top paper in
this competition. The competition
relates to a list of research ideas
suggested by Earl J. Wilkinson of
the International Newspaper
Marketing Association. That list
may be found at the Newspaper
Division Web site at
http://aejmc.net/newspaper/news -
research.html 

Papers submitted to this
research panel should be marked
INMA Competition in the accom -
panying cover note. Full instruc -
tions for submitting papers will
be posted on the AEJMC Web
site. Questions may be directed to

Research Chair Dan Shaver at
dshaver@mail.ucf.edu or  sent to
Research Co-Chair Xigen Li at
lixigen@siu.edu. 

Papers cannot be submitted to
more than one AEJMC division,
nor to both the regular research
competition and to a special call
for papers.

Special Call for Papers
About Coverage of GLBT-
Related Political Issues
A special refereed paper ses -

sion at the national convention
co-sponsored by the Newspaper
Division and the Gay, Lesbian,
Bisexual, Transgender Interest
Group will focus on news cover -
age of GLBT-related political
issues. Papers submitted to this
research panel should be marked
GLBT-Related Political Issues in
the accompanying cover note. 

Questions may be directed to
Research Chair Dan Shaver at
dshaver@mail.ucf.edu, Research
Co-Chair Xigen Li at
lixigen@siu.edu or to Rhonda
Gibson at gibsonr@email.unc.edu.

Call
From Page 3

SPJsymposium
explores how to
‘minimize harm’

The Washington State
University student chapter of the
Society of Professional Journ-
alists will explore what it means
to “minimize harm” at the
Edward R. Murrow School of
Communication Murrow Sym-
posium on Tuesday, April 10.

Chapter President Brian
Schraum will moderate a discus -
sion with professional journalists
and university administrators
and students on the section of

By John Irby
Washington State

See SPJ, page 8
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Those of us of a certain age can
remember when the most high-
tech piece of equipment in a news -
room was the police scanner.
“Mojo”  meant a kind of charisma
or charm people had, not someone
who left the office carrying a com -
puter, cell phone and digital AV
equipment.

We spent careers in the indus -
try watching technology expand
into composition (“Hey, everybody,
we’re getting a new front-end sys -
tem!”), layout (pagination) and
newsgathering (although comput -
er-assisted reporting in its early
days was seen as some sort of digi -
tal black art). Depending on exact -
ly when we left the newsroom for
teaching, the Internet may have
been just starting to make some
inroads into the operation.

But today’s newsrooms -- the
ones that journalists graduating
from our programs are going work
in -- are immersed in and sur -
rounded by the Internet. “Web
first”  is now the mantra across the
industry, a sea change that has
taken place only in the past few
years and that many teachers
haven’t experienced firsthand.

So what can those of us from
the green-eyeshade generation do
to make sure we’re up to speed on
teaching the skills modern news -
rooms are demanding? 

Well, for one thing we’re still
on target teaching skills such as
effective writing and news judg -
ment. Carl Sessions Stepp, writing
in American Journalism Review
about a year ago,  said that as he
visited several online newsrooms
he noticed that “Editors are
emphasizing journalistic skills
over technical know-how.”  In his
article Stepp also quotes USA
Today online editor Chet Czarniak
as saying “You’re not concerned
about the platform. You’re con -
cerned about how to tell the story.” 

Furthermore, a survey of both

editors and non-editor news pro -
fessionals done by Edgar Huang
and several associates (published
in the Autumn 2006 Journalism
and Mass Communication Mono-
graphs) found that good writing
topped a list of 10 key skills need -
ed to work in a converged news
environment.

But multimedia production
skills -- what those “mojos”  or
“backpack journalists”  need to do
every day -- placed second on the
lists of those surveyed by Huang et
al . And that’s where many of us
are left behind, at least a little if
not a lot. 

Perhaps appropriately, the
Web itself can offer the answers.

As the need for journalists to
have the skills of multimedia pro -
duction and performance artists
has grown, so have places on the

Web where instruction in those
very skills is offered in a kind of
online correspondence school for
today’s modern correspondents. 

These Web sites offer an oppor -
tunity for those of us who didn’t
learn about audio editing, video
uploads and multimedia story -
telling on the job to catch up on
what we need to know by following
the online lessons to improve our
own knowledge. Or, they can be
used as instructional resources of
their own, by sending students to
them for direct instruction. 

This is not meant to advocate
taking the lazy way out by telling
the class “go online and do this
thing; I’ll be back to check on you
later.”   Rather, it’s a suggestion
that using these online resources
in combination with well-thought-
out exercises (in class or as home -
work) allow those of us without
much expertise in these areas to
tap into high-quality instructional
tools put together by people who do
know what they’re doing in these
areas. 

So where are they?
A good starting point, which

many readers may be familiar
with from last summer’s AEJMC
conference, is Poynter Institute’s
NewsUniversity, or NewsU
(www.newsu.org). NewsU has four
free courses in its Online/
Multimedia area that help teach
anyone unfamiliar with the craft
how multimedia stories differ from
traditional ones and offer instruc -
tion in the kinds of news judg -
ments and news gathering that
needs to be employed to complete
them. The case studies supplied by
the Online News Association are
especially informative.

A presentation on the theory
and terminology of multimedia
online journalism is offered by the
University of Minnesota School of
Journalism and Mass
Communication’s Institute for
New Media Studies (www.inms.

6

Online instruction t eaches old journalists new tric ks
By Jack Rosenberry
Newsletter Editor

FINDOUTMORE
Places where you can learn
about creating multimedia
Web content:

n NewsU (Poynter Institute)
www.newsu.org

n Institute for New Media
Studies at University of
Minnesota
www.inms.umn.edu/Elements
/index.php

n University California at
Berkeley
journalism.berkeley.edu/
multimedia

n J-Lab (University of Maryland)
www.j-learning.org 

n Knight Citizen News Network 
www.kcnn.org 

n OurMedia (independent)
www.ourmedia.org/learning-
center

See CONVERGENCE, page 8
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CALL FOR ENTRIES:
2007 AEJMC NEWSPAPER DIVISION NEWSPAPER PROJECT AWARD 

The AEJMC Newspaper Division’s Newspaper Project Award recognizes publications produced by stu -
dents and professors in journalism classes or as special curricular projects connected to courses. To quali -
fy, the publication must have been edited and produced as part of the curriculum, text reported and writ -
ten by students, and professors must have been responsible for editing and/or advising. Magazines or
Yellow Page-like compilations will not be accepted. Eligible publications must have been published in
either the 2005-2006 or 2006-2007 academic years. Publications that are only online will not be accepted.
Use the following form to enter.   

Professor’s Name:_________________________________________________ 

Institution:_______________________________________________________ 

Address:  ________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

Phone with area code:___________________     Email: ________________ 

Name of Newspaper Publication: __________________________________ 

Date Published:___________________________________________________ 

Course/s or project affiliated with publication: ______________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

ATTACH a one-page double-spaced explanation about the newspaper project. Address why you chose
this project, its target audience, special challenges the publication faced, what you and the students
learned in completing this project and how it fits into your journalism curriculum. 

Submissions: Entries must consist of 5 copies of a single issue of the newspaper. Please be sure to sta -
ple copies of the entry form and the one-page explanation about the project to each of the five copies you
submit. They must be postmarked by March 30, 2007. Address queries to: auman@hawaii.edu 

Send entries to:
Dr. Ann Auman  
University of Hawaii
School of Communications
2550 Campus Rd., Crawford 323
Honolulu, HI 96822

personal Web site, books, blogs,
etc. may be added.

3. A maximum of three letters
of support from the nominee's
students, former students or
industry professionals may also

be included. Each of these letters
should be no more than one page,
single-spaced. 

They also should be sent in
one file to Laura Castañeda (lcas -
tane@usc.edu) in the following
form: Nominee, School. This per -
son deserves the Newspaper
Division's Outstanding Teacher
Award because (ATTACH LET -

Educator
From Page 1

TER SENT ELECTRONICAL -
LY)

4. In addition, the nominee
should provide the names of
TWO colleagues or professional
associates the selection commit -
tee might call for further infor -
mation. Include the title, e-mail
address and phone number of
each colleague.
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SPJ’s code of ethics which sug-
gests journalists should treat
sources, subjects and colleagues
as human beings deserving of
respect.

The discussion will focus on
coverage of the announcement
that an 18-year-old student and
Level II sex offender was living in
a two-person campus dorm room.
The student had been convicted
of first-degree child molestation
five years prior to his decision to
transfer to WSU. He had notified
local law enforcement and the
university regarding his status in
addition to speaking with admin -
istrators and housing officials.

The student’s roommate, how -
ever, had not been notified. When
the roommate discovered the
truth, he told his parents who
shared the information with the
media. Soon after the story broke,
the student left school. 

To be considered are some of
the specific bulleted items in the
SPJ code, including:

l Showing compassion for
those who may be affected
adversely by news coverage.

l Using sensitivity when deal -
ing with children and inexperi -
enced sources or subjects.

l Recognizing that gathering
and reporting information may
cause harm or discomfort, but
that pursuit of the news is not a
license for arrogance.

l Considering that only an
overriding public need can justify
intrusion into anyone’s privacy.

l Showing good taste and
avoiding pandering to lurid
curiosity.

The panel is supported by a
$500 grant from the national SPJ
to the local student chapter.

The Murrow Symposium
acknowledges achievement in
communication, celebrates schol -
arship and connects students to
industry professionals. Tom
Brokaw received a lifetime
achievement award and spoke at
last year’s symposium. The pro -
ducers of Frontline will be hon -
ored this year in a symposium
program.

Other past recipients have
included Peter Jennings, Ted
Turner, Daniel Pearl, Daniel
Schorr, Christiane Amanpour,
Bernard Shaw, Keith Jackson, Al
Neuharth, Walter Cronkite and
Sam Donaldson. 
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umn.edu/Elements/index.php). 
The University of California at

Berkeley has put together an
entire multimedia story-construc -
tion short course -- tutorials on
audio and video production and
Web design -- online at journal -
ism.berkeley.edu/multimedia. 

The J-Lab at University of
Maryland has recently launched
an affiliated site www.j-
learning.org that is actually
geared toward instructing citizen
journalists and those interested in
hyper-local online media produc -
tion. But it, too, has online tutori -
als about producing material for
the Web and developing audio and
video production skills. Similar
information is offered at another
J-Lab affiliated site, the Knight
Citizen News Network
(www.kcnn.org). 

Finally, a set of citizen-media
activists have put together a site
that also offers instruction and
tutorials in creating audio and
video for the Web and other topics.
It can be found at www.ourme -
dia.org/learning-center.

Convergence
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