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JOUR 447/547
Government secrecy:

Access to information in an age of terror
Winter session 2007-08 (Dec. 17 – Jan. 8)




Online distance-learning course
3 credits.
Pre-req: minimum sophomore standing
Course information on D2L Web site

Course overview
Welcome! This class delves into the world of government secrecy and access to government records, including the legal and political theories that protect freedom of information, and the practical application of access in our careers and personal lives. We will look at the benefits and harms caused by access, and the current threats to access. You will learn not only the history and theory of access, but also practical strategies for getting public records. Government information can help you buy a house, check out babysitters, choose good schools for your children, and be better informed.

As an online seminar, this class will focus on discussion, not lecture. Everyone must read the materials and partake in online discussion. Sometimes the materials may seem partisan because they critique the current state of access. However, all presidential administrations operate in a certain amount of secrecy. It’s about government accountability, not partisan politics.
Prepare for an intense emersion into the world of access and secrecy. Each day is the equivalent to a week in a normal semester, so that equates to three hours a day for what would normally be in-class time, not to mention time beyond that for reading, writing, prep, etc. The benefit is three credits are earned in three weeks instead of 16 weeks, and all from home.
Readings
No textbook. Readings are provided on D2L (www.d2l.arizona.edu) as pdf files and links to Web sites. The only expense for this class other than tuition will be USB headphones with mic.
Online office hours

I will hold office hours 9-10 p.m., Monday through Friday, online through Skype (free). If you can’t talk to me at that time, send me an e-mail and we can arrange another time. You can also reach me via e-mail (cuillier@email.arizona.edu), and I will send daily e-mails and post on D2L daily with reminders to make sure everyone is up to date and aware of what’s going on.
Assignments

Moderator synopsis

10 points

Reading summaries

13 points (one per day, except for your synopsis day)
Blog discussion posts

14 points (two postings on discussion board per day)

Introduce yourself (due 12/17)
  3 points

FOI Webliography (12/17)
10 points

Tucson Chronicles (12/28)
10 points

Dream house hunt (1/4)

20 points

FOI issue argument (1/7)
20 points

TOTAL


           100 points

Introduce yourself (3 points)

Each person will post a paragraph Dec. 17 on the course discussion board “Introduce yourself.” Include your name, hometown, major, career goals, and something about yourself.

Moderator synopsis (10 points)

Each person will be assigned to cover one day’s readings and write a synopsis. Post the synopsis on the discussion board and title it “Moderator synopsis by (Your Name)” by 11 p.m. Mountain Standard Time (Tucson time) the night before our day’s discussion of the topic. It should be about 750-1,000 words (single-spaced) and should explain the issue, bringing in information from outside readings and assigned readings. Each synopsis should conclude with five questions to stir discussion. This boils down the issue and kicks off discussion for that day. Moderators don’t have to submit reader summaries for the day they moderate, and they don’t have to “moderate” the online discussions (although they can chime in more if they want).

Reading summaries (13 points – one point per day)

For each day’s reading, every student will prepare a 250-500-word summary, single-spaced, that will include 1) a one-paragraph description boiling down the gist of each reading, 2) something you disagree with in the readings, 3) something you agree with, and 4) five questions you had. You will submit these to me directly via D2L drop box by 11 p.m. the night before our day’s discussion of the topic. The point of this is to provide incentive for doing the readings before our discussion. You don’t have to do a summary on the day you post your moderator synopsis.
Blog discussion (14 points – one point per day)
You will have the day to listen to the online 5-10 minute podcast lecture (posted that morning), read the moderators’ thoughts, and post at least two comments on the discussion board responding to the readings, moderator’s thoughts, lecture, and other students’ postings. You must post at least one comment and then at least one response to another student’s comment (at least two postings per day, requiring that you read other postings) by 8 p.m. Mountain Time. Comments must be at least 25 words (short but meaningful - no “Yeah, ditto.”).
FOI Webliography (10 points)


You will scour the Web and produce an annotated FOI Webliography, to be submitted to the D2L drop box folder by 11 p.m. the first night (Dec. 17). You will list at least 20 Web sites related to freedom of information, including the URL and your own short paragraph summary describing useful parts of the Web site. No more than 10 can come from Web sites I provide.
Tucson Chronicles computer game (10 points)


In this computer simulation game that you can do from home, you will navigate through a virtual version of Tucson to seek out and acquire government documents for a story, using the legal knowledge and record-gathering skills you acquire from the class readings, lecture, and discussion. As you acquire documents you earn points, and if you finish the task with enough points then you achieve victory and glory (and 10 points toward your course grade). This computer simulation exercise is based on the old interactive fiction games (e.g., Zork).

Dream house hunt (20 points)


You will research public records to find as much information as you can about a real house for sale in your community that I assign to you. You’ll glean property records, zoning documents, crime reports, airport flight plans and other records that will help you decide whether or not you would want to buy the home. An explanation of what you found and what you did will be due Friday, Jan. 4. You will be graded on how well you demonstrate a) knowledge of what you are legally entitled to, b) initiative and creativity in finding public records that can help you, and c) competency in requesting and getting the documents you need. Given the short few weeks we have to gather the records, I will not grade you on whether you actually get them (you’ll get some right away and others will drag on), but how well you pursue them given the time you have.
FOI issue argument (20 points)

You get to be a FOI lawyer. I will provide each student a question that a reporter, citizen or government official might have regarding whether a particular government document should be public (e.g., mayor’s text message from personal cell phone, autopsy photos, disciplinary reports against police officers). You will research the legality of whether the record should be made public and write a response in easy-to-understand English, not legalese, as if you are explaining it to a citizen or public official. The argument for or against it being public should be no more than 1,000 words (single-spaced), but should be well-documented, footnoted and researched. You are expected to research and explain the following to reach your conclusion:

1. How the law regards this in your state, including the statute and case law (as described in the open government guide at www.rcfp.org, access guides in your state, your state’s attorney general office, etc.). Provide the statute and discuss the most relevant case law in your state.
2. How other states handle it, by looking at the open government guide at www.rcfp.org (e.g., “37 states provide statutory provisions making this record public, six don’t address it in statute but make it public through case law, and seven have not addressed it but common practice is to make it public).

3. Examples of how this record has been used to further the public interest, either through news articles that have been able to be done because of it or arguments for making it public that would serve the public.

4. Examples of how making this record public could hurt someone or the public (arguments against making it public).

Graduate students. Graduate students will instead write a research paper on an access issue, minimum 10-15 pages double-spaced, and it will be worth 20 points. I will talk with each student about a topic that interests them (and is doable in a short amount of time), and set deadlines for a first draft and the final draft. The goal is to produce a paper that could be the basis of a manuscript or future study that could be presented at an academic conference or submitted to an academic journal. In addition to this paper, I will talk with graduate students separately at the beginning of the session to make sure we develop readings and a paper that complements their educational interests.
Course expectations and policies

If you study the material, do the work, avoid procrastinating and participate you will do well. Students need to follow some course policies:

1. If you turn in an assignment late you will receive a 0 for it. In general, most of the assignments are due at 11 p.m. and blog postings by 8 p.m., so the bulk of the work can be conducted in the mornings or night if you work during the day.
2. Students are expected to act respectful online but be open to debate. This is a good opportunity to practice working among peers in a supportive manner.
3. The journalism department goes to great length to inform students of its policies and procedures. This information comes to you through classes, instructors, the department Listserv, our bulletin boards and the advisers. We make a special effort to put the most important instructions in writing. Because of these multiple communication channels, we feel it is only reasonable to assume that students are fully aware of the information and will act on it accordingly. For that reason, “I didn't know...” is not considered a valid excuse.
Attendance & make-up
We don’t meet, so attendance isn’t an issue. However, if you find yourself unable to do the work because of any reason, including serious illness, jury duty, military reserve obligation, religious observance or any other reason, I will empathize, but it will not excuse you from missing assignments and you will receive a 0 for work not turned in. Because of the short time for this class, every assignment is important. There is no make-up or extra credit and the class moves fast, so if you don’t think you can make it work then please drop and try again at a better time.

Academic integrity

The journalism department subscribes to the University of Arizona Code of Academic Integrity. Prohibited conduct covers all forms of academic dishonesty, including cheating, plagiarism, fabrication and facilitating academic dishonesty by others. Complete details are covered by the department's Academic Integrity Handbook, which you are required to read. Anyone who cheats or plagiarizes will receive an E in the course, referral to the dean’s office, and potentially greater punishment, up to and including expulsion from the university.

Anti-discrimination policy
University and journalism department policy prohibits faculty, staff and students from discriminating against any person on the basis of age, ethnicity, gender, disability, color, national origin, race, religion, sexual orientation or veteran status. I value a free exchange of ideas and thoughts, but let’s be respectful of one another in our discussions.

Accommodation for students with disabilities

The department is very willing to make any reasonable accommodation to assist all disabled students to succeed. To be eligible, your needs must be confirmed by the Disability Resource Center and you must report them privately to me at the beginning of the semester.
Computer use
You are required to use your UA e-mail account in order to use the D2L system. All students must have updated anti-virus software on their home computers to protect UA computers from viruses that may be introduced from files copied from home computers to some kind of data storage device (i.e., memory card, CD, jump drive, whatever). The UA supplies this software free under “no-cost software” on the “site license” page on the UA Web site.
You will have to download software and prepare your computer for the course:

· Skype account (free software and free online discussion with professor and class)

http://www.skype.com/
Once you sign up, add me to your contacts list. My Skype contact is David Cuillier. Once added, look at my status. Skype me so I know that you have it working. My Skype office hours will be 9-10 p.m. Monday through Friday.

· Flash player (free and already on most computers, but if not, please download)
http://www.adobe.com/shockwave/download/download.cgi?P1_Prod_Version=ShockwaveFlash&promoid=BIOW
This is necessary to play the daily lecture podcasts, which are Flash files. When you click on the file to open, it might ask you what program you want to use to run it – just click on Explorer or whatever Web browser you use and it should open. Then click on the arrow button in the center of the screen to start it (make sure your speakers are on).

· Adobe Reader (free and already on most computers, but if not, please download)
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html
· ADRIFT interactive fiction software (the “runner,” version, full install, v. 4.0, is free and used to play the games. You don’t have to pay for the developer version)

http://www.adrift.org.uk/cgi/new/adrift.cgi. If you have a Mac, then download this software instead: http://www.geocities.com/legion_if/scare.html, or if that doesn’t work, try this software: http://ccxvii.net/spatterlight/. If it still doesn’t work on Mac or PC, try JAsea at http://sourceforge.net/project/showfiles.php?group_id=67558&package_id=65883&release_id=187132
· A comfortable pair of Skype-ready USB headphones with microphone.
Schedule
All readings will be posted on D2L and are subject to change. For most days I try to take a chapter from a book, along with online readings and a relevant news story. If you like a book chapter you might want to check out the book and read the whole thing. On the D2L site I provide a list of suggested outside readings in case you are interested in reading more.
The key to handling all these readings is to skim and hunt, a technique used often by graduate students: Skim the readings and hunt for the main points. Don’t get caught up in the details – just glean the overall meaning and then mull it and critically cogitate, integrating the information into the previous readings and your own experiences. Remember that these authors are not necessarily “right” or have all the answers, but that these readings are representative of the current debate, research and knowledge in today’s discussion about access to information and national security. And while some of it may be somber and a downer, have some eggnog while you read and happy holidays!
Week 1: Dec. 17-21
Dec. 17 
Introduction


WEBLIOGRAPHY DUE 11 P.M.


Monday

1. Nation of Secrets (Gup, 2007), ch. 1, pp. 1-25 
2. Scan FOI Web sites: 
http://www.spj.org/blog/blogs/foifyi/
http://www.spj.org/foi.asp
http://foiadvocate.blogspot.com/






http://www.rcfp.org/







http://www.openthegovernment.org/







http://www.cjog.org/




http://www.fas.org/blog/secrecy/




http://www.splc.org
3. In the news: “I see dead people -- parking”

http://www.suntimes.com/news/200526,CST-NWS-PARK07.article
Dec. 18 
Secrecy in a post-9/11 world


Tuesday

1. Blacked Out, (Roberts, 2006), ch. 2, pp. 27-50
2. State secrets: http://www.ap.org/FOI/foi_031306a.html

3. Post 9/11 (skim Web site): http://www.rcfp.org/homefrontconfidential/
4. In the news: 
Campus crusades against commies and terrorists

http://sfgate.com/news/special/pages/2002/campusfiles/
Dec. 19
Philosophy and history of open government

Wednesday

1. Access Denied, (Davis & Splichal, 2000), introduction, pp. 3-22
2. Policy of Secrecy -- Pattern of Deception (Halstuk, 2002), pp. 51-76
3. In the news:
FBI & student loans (on D2)
Dec. 20
The law





Thursday

1. FOIA intro:
http://www.rcfp.org/foiact/index.html
2. Flawed tool:
http://www.sej.org/foia/SEJ_FOIA_Report2005.pdf
3. Arizona law:
http://www.rcfp.org/ogg/index.php?op=browse&state=AZ




4. In the news: Sunshine makes the world greener






http://www.csmonitor.com/2002/0529/p02s02-uspo.html
  Dec. 21
Records requests and access for everyday life


   Friday

1. Access to Public Records, in Reporting Public Affairs (Cuillier, 2006)



2. Tips for requesting records



3. Backgrounding individuals, (Cuillier, 2007), Quill, p. 32



4. The record album: 100 public records and where to get them



5. In the news: Finding bad co-workers (even bad journalists!)
    
 
    
 tories/042107" 

http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/dws/dn/latestnews/s

    
 tories/042107
dnmetalbanese.37b2682.html

Week 2: Dec. 26-31


Dec. 26
Executive control





Wednesday

1. When Presidents Lie (Alterman, 2004), introduction, pp. 1-22.

2. Transparency in a time of terror (Kirtley, 2006), pp. 479-509
3. In the news: 
CIA secret prisons

Dec. 27
National security


Thursday

1. Access Denied (Davis & Splichal, 2000), ch. 9, pp. 195-221

2. OMB Watch:
http://www.ombwatch.org/article/articleview/394/1/104/

3. In the news: 
Dams of death
     http://the.honoluluadvertiser.com/article/2006/Mar/16/ln/FP603160328.html






     Dec. 28
Secret justice


  TUCSON CHRONICLES DUE 11 P.M.

      Friday

1. Access Denied (Davis & Splichal, 2000), ch. 7, pp. 155-174
2. Scan Clery Act Web site: http://www.securityoncampus.org
3. Secret dockets:   

            http://www.rcfp.org/secretjustice/secretdockets/index.html




4. In the news: Hidden fondlers and child abusers

            http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/yourcourtstheirsecrets/

Week 3: Dec. 31-Jan. 4
Dec. 31
Government perspectives


            
Monday
1. Governmental Transparency (Piotrowski, 2007), pp. 89-96



2. Top Secret (Stone, 2007), ch. 1, pp. 5-17

3. Department of Justice op-ed piece (D2L)



4. Scan ASAP: 
http://www.accesspro.org/




5. In the news: Perks at Maricopa Community College 






http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/story/77729

http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/section/education/mcccd

Jan. 2
Privacy





Wednesday

1. FOIA & privacy 1966-2006 (Halstuk & Chamberlin, 2006), pp. 512-564
2. Privacy study: http://www.ire.org/foi/mayjune2004.html
5. Scan HIPAA:
http://www.rcfp.org/pullouts/medicalprivacy/index.html
6. Scan FERPA: http://www.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/index.html

7. In the news:
Home is where the cronyism is





http://www.azstarnet.com/dailystar/173038

Jan. 3
Technology

Thursday

1. Access to electronic data
http://www.rcfp.org/elecaccess/

2. Scan EPIC page: http://www.epic.org/privacy/publicrecords/ 

3. In the news: Smutty cop e-mails & bad Bruins



          
1. http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/local/300414_port19.html
2. 
    influence-admissions/" 

http://www.dailybruin.ucla.edu/news/2007/nov/13/donations-  

    influence-admissions/

Jan. 4
International access



DREAM HOUSE DUE 11 P.M.
Friday

1. Global transparency (Lord, 2006), ch. 1, pp. 1-21

2. Examine at least three countries at www.freedominfo.org
3. Mexico’s new FOI law (Gill & Hughes, 2005), pp. 121-137
4. In the news: Mexican justice

Week 4: Jan. 7-8
Jan. 7
Meetings & Dream House sharing

FOI ARGUMENT DUE 11 P.M.
Monday
1. Provide an extra post on the discussion board (so at least three today) 

     about your Dream House assignment. Summarize your findings and   

    any thoughts you had about the adventure.



2. Virtual meetings (Ross, 1998), pp. 31-46
3. Review overview of Arizona open meeting law at:
    http://www.azleg.state.az.us/ombudsman/meetings.html

4. Top-10 meeting red flags

5. In the news: Drunk Seahawk in Scottsdale and other pro athlete woes

    http://www.signonsandiego.com/sports/nfl/20070422-9999-lz1s22arrest.html#
June 8
Tying it all together




Tuesday
Today your reading summary will be a recap of the course, answering a few questions:

1. What was the most useful thing you got out of the course? Least useful?
2. Has the course influenced how you think about government, the media, access to information and secrecy? If so, how?
3. What would you suggest be changed in the course for future online sessions?

The moderators will pull together all the readings into one summary for the overall state of access and secrecy in the United States today. They will focus on what the future might hold, and what we should do as citizens to maintain a good balance between open government and protection of national security and individual privacy rights. At least two discussion posts are still required today. Post a message summarizing your FOI argument and how you ruled, and read others’ argument postings. Also, feel free to post your final thoughts, suggestions, impressions and any other insights online. All done!



David Cuillier


Marshall Building Room 328


cuillier@email.arizona.edu 


Work: 520-626-9694


Home: 520-229-1466























