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Research article submissions are invited for a special issue of Ecquid Novi: African Journalism Studies on the theme of “Media and the production of public debate in Africa”

Many theorists have taken issue with the public sphere as the normative standard, as defined by Habermas. The modern configuration of media institutions, political power and issues aired in public does not necessarily lead to either the formation of recognisable public opinion or to social and political change. 
If we use the Habermas study as an “indispensable point of theoretical departure” (as Calhoun, 1992, advises), we may find that an examination of “actually existing” public spheres (to use Nancy Fraser’s phrase) offers up insights into the new and inventive ways publics in Africa today are using public spaces to air topics of concern and interest via different mediums. 
Political, social, economic and aesthetic questions about agency, identity, belonging and voice, provoked by our contemporary context, may be well served by a relook at public spheres, public deliberation, public debate and public intellectual activity, and the way various types of media are providing platforms for journalism in Africa today.

This edition calls for papers which elucidate the working of and uses of public sphere in Africa now. Submissions are sought on:

· case studies and empirical studies as well as critical-analytical overview papers

· contributions and performances in public that may not be considered classic cases of ‘rational-critical’ debate, but which are raising pertinent issues of  identity, citizenship, voice, belonging, authenticity, authority and power.
· different ‘journalisms’ in Africa and the construction of alternative public spheres
