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The controversial proposals in South Africa for a Protection of Public Information Bill and a Media Appeals Tribunal have caused widespread concern in that country. These proposed measures are seen as threats to freedom of expression and of the media, and have met with resistance from civil society, journalists and journalism educators in South Africa and internationally.

Some see the latest developments in South Africa as following a trend in other postcolonial African states of restricting the freedom of journalists to act as watchdogs of the public and to report on corruption often endemic in African countries. Journalists and editors favour self-regulation as the remedy for the excesses of the media. Others dismiss the view that South Africa is following in the footsteps of other African countries as informed by an Afro-pessimistic attitude, and point to the imperfections of journalism (such as ‘brown-envelope journalism’ or the influence wielded by capital over editorial content) as justification for stronger controls. 

This issue of Ecquid Novi: African Journalism Studies wants to consider the debates around media freedom in South Africa as a point of departure to examine the state of media freedom on the African continent in general. Articles are invited that examine various or different aspects of the relationship between the media, government and capital, assess existing regulatory processes and analyse the discourses around notions of ‘freedom’, ‘responsibility’ and the ‘public interest’.

Articles taking an analytical approach rather than providing descriptive overviews, especially comparative analyses, will receive preference. Empirical studies, including case studies and content analyses, are also welcomed.
Questions may include but are not limited to:

· How do statutory restrictions on media freedom in Africa impact on journalism?

· What are the main normative frameworks to which journalists and politicians in Africa appeal?

· Is there a tension between media freedom and calls for journalism to serve a developmental or socially reconstructive function in African societies?

· What media accountability systems exist in Africa, and how could they be improved?

· How do media ownership and diversity impact on journalism practice in African countries?

· How should journalism education respond to threats to media freedom?

· How can journalism contribute to critical citizenship in a climate of mistrust?
· How does the situation pertaining to media freedom in South Africa compare to the position of the media elsewhere in Africa?

