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C&CS received a total of 79

paper submissions and accepted
40 for presentation at this year’s
convention using the new online
process. Some 36 of this year’s
submissions were student-authored
papers, with 17 student papers
accepted for presentation.

The recipient of the James E.
Murphy Memorial Award for Top
Faculty Paper is David Pierson,
University of Southern Maine, for
“Evidential Bodies: The Abject
and Forensic Gaze in C.S.I.: Crime
Scene Investigation.”

The inaugural James W. Carey
Memorial Top Student Paper
Award went to Madeleine Esch,
University of Colorado, for
“Ugly Is the New Beautiful:
Rearticulations and Recuperations
of Ugliness in the Expansive Text
of Ugly Betty.”

The winner of the Top Reviewer
Award is Bob Trumpbour, who
consistently provided paper
authors with detailed, constructive
suggestions balanced with
encouragement.

We thank the following paper
reviewers for their invaluable
service this year: Ralph Beliveau,
Ron Bishop, Peggy J. Bowers,
Bonnie Brennen, Mark Brewin,
Carolyn Bronstein, Dwight
Brooks, Tom Burkholder, Nancy
Cheever, Chiung Hwang Chen,
Michael Cheney, Phillip Chidester,
Donovan Conley, Jeanne Criswell,
Fabienne Darling-Wolf, Mark
Dolan, Dennis Dunleavy, Frank
Durham, Ocek Eke, Elfriede
Fursich, Amanda Hall Gallagher,
Dina Gavrilos, Charlotte Kwok
Glasser, Ted Glasser, Heidi
Hatfield Edwards, Don Heider,
David Henry, Chuck Hoy, Elza
Ibroscheva, Krishna Kandath,
Karen Kline, Jacqueline Lambiase,
Carmen Manning-Miller, Jane
Marcellus, Christopher Martin,
Debra Merskin, Larry Mullen,
Patrick Murphy, Siho Nam, Amy
Kiste Nyberg, John Pauly, Janice
Peck Alison Plessinger, Lana
Rakow, Jennifer Rauch, Melinda
Robins, Sujatha Sosale, Linda
Steiner, Dan Stout, Amy Struthers,
Jennifer Tiernan, Joe Valenzano,
Kimberly Voss, and Martha
Watson.
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Headnote:

Our Return to the Nation’s Capital

CHRIS MARTIN, MIAMI UNIVERSITY OF OHIO, DIVISION HEAD

August in Washington, D.C. is
often blanketed with wilting heat
and humidity, but this year’s
convention in the nation’s capital
offers
something
extra that
makes

it more
worthwhile.
We’ll all

be in the
swirl of
Washington
during one
of the most
interesting presidential races in
decades.

AEJMC’s program offers a
number of great opportunities that
take advantage of Washington’s
location at the nexus of what

we might call (with apologies

to Eisenhower) the political
journalism industrial complex.
Some events worth catching:

Bill Moyers, one of the nation’s
most accomplished television
journalists, will be the AEJIMC
keynote speaker on Thursday,
August 9, at 6:45 p.m. In April,
Moyers returned to PBS with a
superb new weekly series, “Bill
Moyers’ Journal.”

From 8-11 p.m. Thursday evening,
AEJMC registrants and family
members are invited to a Gala
Celebration at the new Newseum,
at Pennsylvania Avenue and 6
Street, near the National Archives.

The Newseum doesn’t officially
open until October 15, so this is

a wonderful chance for an early
peek. The Gala is free, and shuttle
buses will take participants from
the Renaissance Hotel to the
Newseum. Make sure to register
for this event when you send in
your convention registration form.

Also, make sure to see Helen
Thomas, the most senior White
House correspondent, who will
speak at 10 a.m. on Friday, August

10. Thomas has covered every U.S.

President since Kennedy, and has
a unique critical perspective on the

state of the Washington press corps.

The Cultural and Critical Studies
Division also has a fantastic
program for the conference

(see full CCS program, p. 5-

13). Our events get started with

a pre-convention workshop on
Wednesday, August 8, “Learning
from the Pros: Teaching Narrative/
Literary Journalism.” The
workshop starts at 5 p.m., and
features Mark Kramer, writer-in-
residence and director of Harvard’s
Nieman Narrative Conference and
Program, and Jon Franklin, two-
time Pulitzer Prize winner and
faculty member at Maryland. For
more information, contact John

C. Hartsock at SUNY Cortland,
hartsock@cortland.edu.

On Thursday at 8:15 a.m., we are
co-sponsoring a panel with the
Public Relations Division titled
“U.S. ‘Propaganda’ at Home

and Abroad: Competition and
Conflict Among Government
Officials, the News Media and
Public Relations Officials.” Later
that day, at 5 p.m., we will again
sponsor a high density research
paper session. This format, which
was very successful last year in
San Francisco, has a café-like
atmosphere. Presenters have 15
minutes to informally deliver
their paper to a small group, with
a discussant facilitating dialogue
and feedback. Audience members
pick and choose the small group
presentations they would like to
hear. A closing dialogue brings the
work from all of the small groups
into perspective.

Friday starts with an 8:15 a.m.
research paper poster session,
co-sponsored with Advertising,
Entertainment Studies Interest
Group, and Public Relations. At
1:30 p.m., CCS members will
also present their research in
the conference-wide Scholar-to-
Scholar research paper session.

At 3:15 p.m. on Friday, CCS will
present its annual Professional
Freedom & Responsibility Award
to Mark Goodman, Executive
Director of the Student Press Law
Center in Washington, D.C. (see
p. 3). We close out Friday with a
5 p.m. panel co-sponsored with
Radio-Television Journalism titled
2008 Political Season: How
journalists/networks are preparing
to cover it and what journalism
educators should know about those

plans.”
CONTINUED ON P. 3



Saturday is our busiest day,
beginning with an 8:15 a.m.
panel co-sponsored with the Gay,
Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender
Interest Group, titled “The State
of Research and Teaching in
Queer Theory.” At 1:45 p.m.,
CCS presents its feature panel,
“Research in the Spirit of James
Carey.” Carey, the distinguished
communication scholar who died
in 2006, was a long-time member
of the Cultural and Critical Studies

Division (including when it was the

Qualitative Studies Division).

At 3:30 p.m. on Saturday, we
present the teaching session
“Helping Students Think Like
Disruptive Technology Innovators”
co-sponsored with the Civic and
Citizen Journalism Interest Group.
The CCS Top Papers session,
showcasing our award-winning
faculty and graduate student
papers, will be at 5:15 p.m. The
CCS Members Meeting will
immediately follow at 7 p.m. We
had a great turnout last year, and
we hope you join us and consider
participating in the Division’s work
in the coming year.

On Sunday, the CCS program at
the conference wraps up with a
10 a.m. research paper session,
and an 11:45 a.m. research panel
co-sponsored with the Newspaper
Division titled “New Challenges
for Textual Analysis: Confronting
the Image.”

I truly look forward to the
convention, and would like to
thank all of you who submitted
such fine workshops, panels, and
research papers. | would also like
to thank my CCS officer colleagues

for their work in putting our
terrific program together: Ocek
Eke, Karen Kline, Erika Engstrom
and Susan Brockus (who both got
us through the electronic paper
submission process extraordinarily
smoothly), Carolyn Bronstein, Bob
Trumpbour, Mandy Gallagher,
Jacque Lambiase, Paul Hillier, and
Diana Julia Nastasia.

Enjoy the spring, and see you in
Washington this summer!

Goodman CCS
Professional Freedom
and Responsibility Award

Mark Goodman, Executive
Director of the Student Press Law
Center, will receive the Cultural
and Critical
Studies
division’s
Professional
Freedom and
Responsibility
Award at the
2007 AEIJMC
Convention in
August.

Goodman has served as executive
director of the Arlington, Virginia-
based Center since 1985. He
received a bachelor of journalism
degree from the University of
Missouri and a law degree from
Duke University.

For more than two decades
Goodman has supervised an
organization that annually provides
service to approximately 2,500
student journalists, teachers,

and others, offering free legal
advice, information, and low-cost
educational materials on a broad

range of press-related topics.

The Student Press Law Center is
the nation’s only legal assistance
agency devoted exclusively

to educating high school

and college journalists about
First Amendment issues and
supporting student news media in
their effort to cover a variety of
important matters that might face
censorship challenges. The center
receives calls from all 50 states
and the District of Columbia, and
Goodman works with a formal
attorney referral network of
approximately 150 lawyers from
throughout the country so that
the Student Press Law Center can
provide free legal representation
to students when necessary.

The Professional Freedom and
Responsibility Award presentation
will be Friday, August 10, 3:15-
4:45 p.m. (convention room
TBA). The Cultural and Critical
Studies division looks forward

to Mark Goodman’s presentation
and enthusiastic participation
from the CCS membership whose
votes made his inclusion in the
2007 event possible.

To preview the 2007 convention
program and to read more
convention news, visit the

AEJMC website at http://www.
aejmc.org/_events/convention/
index.php.



Teaching Diversity in
the class room: More
important than ever

OCEK EKE, ELON UNIVERSITY
VICE HEAD & PROGRAM CHAIR

In light of the fall out from the
racist and sexist comments by Don
Imus, the long time CBS Radio
talk host about the Rutgers women
basketball team, it is time again to
highlight the issue of diversity in
higher education and in the mass
media. One has to go beyond the
clamor for his dismissal (he was
subsequently fired from CBS) to
see the hypocrisy of corporate
America and big business media.
Simply withdrawing advertising
dollars from the Imus show does
not do away with the fact that

we still live in a racist and sexist
society. The discourse on race
matters continues to be ignored

by corporate owned media unless
an “in your face” and derogatory
comment is made, and even then,
the reaction of the media is a
delayed and measured response -
several steps behind public opinion
and outrage.

As educators in mass
communications, how important

is the issue of diversity in the
curriculum? What are we not
teaching students who will be the
leaders of tomorrow about race
and ethnicity? Furthermore, what
conversations are we having with
students regarding media form and
function and how they relate to the
issue of diversity? For instance,

is it ok to frown at racist or sexist
“jokes” and accept or not speak out
against derogatory “jokes” directed
at gay or obese people? It is crucial
that we educate to end all forms of
discrimination.

One of the ways to achieve this
goal is to emphasize acceptance

of others as supposed to tolerance
of them. And yes, tolerance is the
first step but it also suggests that
somehow one needs not tolerate

if ones’ patience runs out for
whatever reason. Acceptance on the
other hand suggests that one values
other individuals for who and what
they are without prejudice. For
many years now, the discourse on
race matters have revolved around
the notion that if we can all just
tolerate each other and get along
everything will be fine, and we
know from research by scholars
like Robert Entman, and others that
this is not the case. This approach
does not challenge the institutional
foundations for much of the racist
and sexist behavior of people like
Imus. In dealing or discussing
diversity in the classroom, it is
important to dissect the complexity
of the role of the mass media and
those that own them. It is common
knowledge that Imus’ guests
included prominent journalists,
business people, politicians--in
short, the establishment figures
who should have known better, but
continued to appear on the show.

According to Jon Meacham, the
Editor of Newsweek magazine, he
and his colleagues Jonathan Alter,
and Evan Thomas appeared on the
Imus show several times because
they believed that in regards to his
comments, “the high outweighed
the low.” In essence, these so called
opinion leaders and gate keepers
protected Imus for the longest time
until he picked on the Rutgers
Women’s Basketball team; and

was it not for media watch dog
Media Matters for America who
pushed the incident into the lime
light, Imus would still be on the job
today.

The fact that most mainstream
media outlets are for profit should
underscore how decisions are made
as to what is permissible over the
airwaves and what is not. The
ethical question that must be raised
in this context revolves around
when to draw the line between
profiteering and the exploitation
of certain segments of society. In
other words, should the media
be held accountable as socially
responsible citizens?

There is however a silver lining
in all of this. As Newsweek’s
Meacham concedes, “Perhaps
for too long too many of us
looked the other way when it
suited our purpose. To continue
to do the wrong thing because

we have done wrong in the

past, however, is senseless.”
Accordingly, in academia we
also have to step up and stop
paying lip service to teaching
diversity in the classroom. Issues
of diversity must be consistently
and systematically integrated into
mass communication curricula and
scholarship.

As we have seen, issues like Imus
and Katrina exposes the reality that
we still live in a very racist, sexist
and unequal society. We have to
confront these realities to correct
these injustices. If we educators
get it right, we can be confident
that future media commentators
and practitioners will be sensitive
to plight of people that do not look
like them.



Cultural and Critical
Studies Division
Convention Program

Be sure to check the final program
at the convention site to confirm
times and locations.

Wednesday. August 8, 2007:
Pre-Convention Workshop
5p.m. -8 p.m.
“Learning from the Pros: Teaching
Narrative/Literary Journalism.”
Moderator: John C. Hartsock,
SUNY-Cortland
Panelists:
® Mark Kramer, writer-in-
residence and director
of Harvard’s Nieman
Narrative Conference and
Program
® Jon Franklin, Maryland.

Thursday, August 9, 2007
8:15-9:45 a.m.

“U.S. ‘Propaganda’ at Home and
Abroad: Competition and Conflict
Among Government Officials, the
News Media and Public Relations
Officials.” (PF&R panel session
co-sponsored with PR)
Moderator: Carolyn Bronstein,
DePaul University
Panelists:

® Geneva Overholser,
Missouri School of
Journalism
John Paluszek, Ketchum
Public Relations
Kathy Fitzpatrick,
Quinnipiac University
Dante Chinni, Project for
Excellence in Journalism
Keren Darmon, Department
for Communities and Local
Government, Britain

© ®© 0 0

5-6:30 p.m.
CCS High Density Research paper
session

Friday, August 10, 2007
8:15-9:45 a.m.

CCS, Ady, ESIG, & PR Poster
research paper session

1:30-3:00 p.m.
CCS/AEJMC Scholar-to-Scholar
research paper session

3:15-4:45 p.m.

“Professional Freedom &

Responsibility Award” (PF&R

panel)

Moderator: Christopher R. Martin,

Miami University

Panelist:

® Mark Goodman, Executive

Director, Student Press Law
Center

5:00-6:30 p.m.
2008 Political Season: How
journalists/networks are preparing
to cover it and what journalism
educators should know about those
plans.” (PF&R panel co-sponsored
with RITV).
Moderator: Ocek Eke, Elon
University
Panelists:
®© Steve Scully, Host:
Washington Journal on C-
SPAN, Senior Executive
Producer and Political
Editor for C-SPAN,
Washington DC.
© Pamela Gentry, Senior
Political Producer, BET
News Washington Bureau,
Washington DC.
® Rich Landesberg, Elon
University

Saturday, August 11, 2007
7:00-8:00 a.m.

CCS outgoing executive committee
session

Moderator: Christopher R. Martin,
Miami University

8:15-9:45 a.m.
“The State of Research and
Teaching in Queer Theory”
(Teaching panel co-sponsored with
GLBT)
Moderator: Rhonda Gibson, North
Carolina
Panelists:
® Carolyn Byerly, Howard
® Shannon Campbell,
University of Southern
California
® Tim Edwards, Arkansas at
Little Rock
® Rebecca Kern, Temple

1:45-3:15 p.m.
“Research in the Spirit of James
Carey” (Research panel)
Moderator: Christopher R. Martin,
Miami University
Panelists:
® Frank Durham, University
of lowa - “Ritual
interrupted: Television
Coverage of Hurricane
Katrina”
® Carolyn Kitch, Temple
University - “’Get the
Picture’: Elite Journalism as
Archive and Antique Store”
® Bob Trumpbour,
Pennsylvania State-
Altoona - “Maintained,
Transformed, but Not
Quite Repaired: Media
Involvement in Stadium
Construction History”
© David Ryfe, Univ. of
Nevada —Reno - Title TBA
Discussant: Richard Campbell,
Miami University

CONTINUED ON P. 6



3:30-5:00 p.m.
“Helping Students Think Like
Disruptive Technology Innovators”
(Teaching panel co-sponsored with
CCl)
Moderator: Leonard Witt,
Kennesaw State
Panelists:
® Tom Warhover, University
of Missouri
® Bryan Murley, Eastern
Illinois University
®© Clayton Christensen,
Innosight
© Bettina Fabos, Miami
University

5:15-6:45 p.m.

CCS Top Papers research paper
session

Moderator: Christopher R. Martin,
Miami University

7:00-8:30 p.m.

CCS Members Meeting
Moderators: Christopher R. Martin,
Miami University; Ocek Eke, Elon
University

8:45 p.m.

CCS incoming executive
committee session (off-site)
Moderator: Ocek Eke, Elon
University

Sunday. August 12, 2007
8:15-9:45 a.m.

Training sessions for Incoming
Heads, PF&R Chairs, Program
Chairs, Research Chairs, Teaching
Chairs.

10:00-11:30 a.m.
CCS research paper session

11:45-1:15 p.m.
“New Challenges for Textual
Analysis: Confronting the Image”
(Research panel co-sponsored with
Newspaper).
Moderator: Mia Consalvo, Ohio
University
Panelists:

® Mia Consalvo, Ohio

University
®© Susan Keith, Rutgers
®© TBA

CCS Paper Abstracts
and Presentation
Times

Thursday, August 9
5p.m.-6:30 p.m.

High Density Research Session:
Media Communities

A Counterpublic Role for the
Press: The Case of Latina/o-
Targeted Papers in San José,
California « Isabel Awad,
Stanford University ¢ This

paper challenges the assimilation/
pluralism continuum as the range
of possible functions that media
play in the life of minority groups.
A comparative analysis of Latina/o-
targeted newspapers in San José,
California, underscores that a
defining characteristic of the media
produced by minority groups is
their contribution to the existence
of minority counterpublics.

The study also suggests that
mainstream media committed with
social diversity should support
locally produced media instead of
competing with them.

Divided Digital City: When the
“Talk of Austin” Turns to Class

* Lou Rutigliano, University

of Texas, Austin « Newspaper
websites are providing more
opportunities for readers to
contribute content. This paper
studied the Austin-American
Statesman’s online forum “Talk

of Austin,” which launched amid
rapid change and development

in the city. Through a discourse
analysis the author found the
voices of the disadvantaged on the
Statesman’s forums, but no signs of
involvement of political, economic,
or media elites, raising questions
about the political impact of these
online public spheres.

A Rebirth of the Prison:
Foucault’s Governmentality
and Inmate-Produced Media ¢
Kalen Churcher, Pennsylvania
State University * This paper
examines how inmate-produced
media may be used as a means
of (self) governance within
penal institutions. Using

Michel Foucault’s concept of
governmentality, | argue that
inmate-produced media may
directly aid in establishing order
and maintaining civility in much
the same fashion as non-inmate-
produced-culture impacts ‘free
world’ society. Furthermore,
inmate-produced media may
become technologies of (self)
governance, allowing prisoners,
in addition to the state, to become
active participants in the governing
(control) process.

CONTINUED ON P. 7



A Counterpublic Role for the
Press: The Case of Latina/o-
Targeted Papers in San José,
California « Isabel Awad,
Stanford University ¢ This

paper challenges the assimilation/
pluralism continuum as the range
of possible functions that media
play in the life of minority groups.
A comparative analysis of Latina/o-
targeted newspapers in San José,
California, underscores that a
defining characteristic of the media
produced by minority groups is
their contribution to the existence
of minority counterpublics.

The study also suggests that
mainstream media committed with
social diversity should support
locally produced media instead of
competing with them.

Defining the Community:
Constructions of Race and
Cultural Identity in a Small
Midwestern Newspaper ¢
MaryAnn Martin, University

of lowa ¢ Using a multi-method
approach, | examined the ways

in which the newspaper in the
small town of West Liberty, lowa,
forges a cultural identity for the
community, given 40 percent is
Latino and the renewed call for
immigration reform in the U.S.
This study indicates that the news
staff and content of the newspaper
relegate Latinos in the community
to the status of cultural “Other”
while maintaining a discourse of
inclusivity and diversity.

The Last True Believers: The
Knoxville Journal in the Late
Civil Rights Movement ¢

Frank Durham, University of
lowa ¢ The relationship between
desegregation and Communism in
the South had been promoted by
the mainstream press in and around
Tennessee for nearly 30 years
when the Highlander Research
and Education Center moved to
Knoxville in 1961 from its former
campus in rural Monteagle, TN.
But when the Knoxville Journal
launched a last anti-Communist
campaign against the Highlander-
based movement from 1965-1967,
the vigor of its attack revealed the
reluctance of the state government
and other newspapers to follow.

The Public Sphere in Print: Do
Letters to the Editor Serve as

a Forum for Rationale-Critical
Debate? ¢ Lucy Atkinson,
University of Wisconsin ¢ This
paper explores the potential
contribution to the public sphere
made by letters to the editor.
Drawing on theoretical claims and
conceptualizations about the public
sphere by Habermas, Arendt, and
Eliasoph, this paper asks to what
degree newspaper letters to the
editor might be thought of as a kind
of public sphere and whether they
foster or limit rationale-critical
debate. This paper explores this
dilemma while incorporating the
potential impact of new media
technologies.

The Politics of Media Literacy:
The Daily Show’s Contribution
to Sophisticated Citizenry »
Kristen Heflin and Dwight
Brooks, University of Georgias
The Daily Show combines
humor with a newscast format to
construct a television program

that in its critical commentary

on the news media and politics
promotes viewers’ media literacy.
It contributes to media literacy

by representing government,
public servants and political news
coverage in ways that promote a
sophisticated citizenry. This paper’s
narrative textual analysis argues
for a contextual approach to media
literacy and ultimately to assist in
understanding television’s role in
the public sphere.

You Become the Thing You

Hate the Most: Letters to Brill’s
Content ¢ Patrick Wehner,
University of Pennsylvania ¢
This paper examines the evolving
relationship between the magazine
Brill’s Content and its readers,
examining the nearly 600 letters
that were published during the
magazine’s three-year run from
1998-2001. The letters published
in Content testify to the promises
and perils of media-savvy readers
as a target audience. Ultimately,
advertisers’ reluctance to accept
publisher Steven Brill’s category
of “media enthusiasts” as a
promising audience niche, at least
within magazine publishing, sealed
Content’s fate.

CONTINUED ON P. 8



Friday, August 10

8:15a.m.-9:45 a.m.

Poster Session—Group #1
Examinations of Hegemony

A Framing Analysis of Electoral
Reform Process Coverage in
Bangladesh’s Newspapers °
Masudul Biswas, Ohio University
* This paper examined the framing
of news stories of five Bangladeshi
mainstream newspapers, two of
which have political ownership.
These stories focused on three
events that became issues for
determining whether Bangladesh
would be able to establish a system
of democratic elections. Analysis
of these news stories demonstrated
a connection between the
presentation of news and political
economic realities of media, which
supports a Marxist interpretation of
the theory of the political economy
of communication.

Social Control in an American
Pacific Island: Guam’s Local
Newspaper’s Reporting on
‘Liberation’ between 1994-2004 «
Francis Dalisay, Washington State
University ¢ This study examined
news articles, opinion pieces, and
editorials printed in Guam’s local
newspaper (1994-2004), which
reported on the island’s annual
celebration of its liberation from
imperial Japanese occupation, by
U.S. forces. A critical discourse
analysis of the items revealed

that Guam’s newspaper, the
Pacific Daily News, downplayed
a pro-local versus pro-American
conflict. What emerged were
ambivalent portrayals that appeared
to hegemonically maintain the
island’s social system as an
“unincorporated” U.S. territory.

The State’s Management

of Homelessness through
Conceptualizations of Space: A
Textual Analysis of Homelessness
Coverage in The Washington
Post and The Christian Science
Monitor e Teresa Housel, Hope
College « This textual analysis of
homelessness coverage from The
Christian Science Monitor and
The Washington Post examines
how personal, private, public, and
commercial spaces are sites of
struggle between dominant groups
and the homeless who are routinely
marginalized from these spaces.
Although there are differences
between the newspapers’ coverage,
the articles describe how homeless
people violate certain spaces.
Consequently, such coverage helps
justify anti-homeless legislation
and state officials’ often violent
responses to homeless people’s
spatial transgressions. SECOND
PLACE FACULTY PAPER

The Marketplace of Ideas and
Uncomfortable Speech: The Free
Speech Fight of the Unabomber
 Karen Sichler, University of
Georgia * Theodore Kaczynski
(the Unabomber) is attempting to
regain possession of his personal
property that were seized by the
FBI. The federal government has
refused to return said items as
Kaczynski may not “profit” from
his crimes. This paper will argue
that the government’s position

is flawed as it ignores the rich
tradition of the “marketplace

of ideas” and transforms the
theoretical marketplace into an
actual one with the expansion of
the idea of profit.

Poster Session—Group #2
Cultural Roles of the Press and

Public Relations

Patriotic Passion and the
‘Sublime’ Science: Un-
Searching for Journalistic
Truths « Myung Koo Kang,
Seoul National University,
Nakho Kim, University of
Wisconsin-Madison, Sung Min
Lee, and Hak Jae Kim, Seoul
National University * In South
Korea, controversy on the stem
cell fraud in late 2005 created a
strong and uniform oppression
against journalistic truth-seeking
by journalism itself. By analyzing
a vast array of media coverage in
the initial month of the incident,
we attempted to reconstruct the
discursive narrative and contexts
that caused this phenomenon. With
the governmentality of biopolitics
as the theoretical background,

we explored the major discourse
strategies and journalism practices
into detail.

Sex! Aliens! Harvard? A Study

of How Journalists Participate in
Constructing Scientific Authority
* Linda Billings, SETI Institute/
NASA ¢ This paper reports

on a case study of journalists’
participation in the social
construction of scientific authority.
The case involves mainstream print
media coverage of controversial
research conducted by a tenured
professor of psychiatry at Harvard
Medical School. Employing the
sensitizing concept of boundary-
work to guide a qualitative

analysis of media content, this
study explores how journalists
constructed scientific authority in
their coverage.

CONTINUED ON P. 9



Sex and the University: The
Presentation of Liminal Phase
Behaviors in Campus Newspaper
Sex Columns  Daniel Reimold,
Ohio University « Approximately
ten years after its debut in a

single student publication in
California, the campus newspaper
sex column has become the most
publicized, electrifying, and
divisive phenomena in U.S. college
journalism. Currently, more than
10 percent of the roughly 1,200
newspapers that claim membership
in the Associated Collegiate Press
run a sex column. This study
aimed to ascertain the social world
constructed within the columns, in
respect to gender roles and sex and
relationship practices.

Glow, Afterglow and Trick
Mirror: Mobil’s Public
Relations Campaign and the
Influence of Its Archival Legacy
* Frederick Blevens, Florida
International University, and
Vanessa Murphree, University
of South Alabama « Mobil

Oil’s legendary public relations
campaign during the 1970s is
framed in archival theory. This
research asserts that the record

of Mobil’s high-profile public
relations strategy (the glow) lives
on as evidence (afterglow) in

the Center for American History
archives of the University of
Texas, perpetuating the campaign
in the public sphere. The authors
conclude that such corporate
archives increase pressures on
historians to correct the image of
“trick mirrors” built into donated
corporate records.

Poster Session: Group #3
Framing Disaster

Legitimizing Neglect: Race

and Rationality in Conservative
Commentary about Hurricane
Katrina « Hemant Shah, University
of Wisconsin ¢ This paper examines
the ways conservative news media,
conservative commentators, and
conservative leaders talked about
the predominantly black and

poor residents of New Orleans
who remained in the city as
Hurricane Katrina struck. A close
reading of the materials revealed
that the words of conservative
commentators highlighted the
cultural boundaries and racial
criteria for belonging to and
exclusion from the rational,
civilized community represented
primarily by whites.

Recoding New Orleans: News,
Race and Spike Lee’s When

the Levees Broke « Christopher
Campbell and Kim LeDuff,
University of Southern
Mississippi ¢ This paper contrasts
the racial codes that surfaced in
mainstream news coverage of New
Orleans in the early days after
Hurricane Katrina with the racial
coding in Spike Lee’s documentary
When the Levees Broke. The
authors admit that there are vast
differences between the daily news
and documentary processes, but
they argue that daily journalism
might be improved by approaching
stories in the more thoughtful,
complicated, but still compelling,
manner of Lee’s documentary.

Sudden Death and Natural
Disaster: Journalistic Storytelling
in the Wake of Tragedy ¢ Janice
Hume, University of Georgia

* This study examines local,
regional and national newspaper
and television coverage of deadly
natural disasters in six states to
seek to understand the media’s

role in the social construction of
death. Journalists used a variety of
metaphors: descriptions of property
damage for deaths of humans;
descriptions monsters to personify
the disasters; descriptions of war
zones for disaster sites. Coverage
also memorialized victims,
celebrated heroism, and grappled
with the nature of God and fate.

Poster Session: Group #4

Popular and Promotional
Culture

Promotional Culture and

the Aura of Authenticity o

James Wittebols, University

of Windsor ¢« Promotional

media have begun to appropriate
authenticity as a vehicle for selling
products and experiences by
projecting an aura of authenticity
on products, celebrities and
politicians as a means of generating
publicity and/or sales. This paper
looks at examples of promotional
culture using authenticity to market
food and restaurant experiences
and identifies authenticity as a

key idea in the early discussion
about the upcoming presidential
campaign.
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The Lord of the Rings,
“Dépaysement,” and the Neo-
Colonial: Film and Tourism

as (Problematic) Identity in

the Aotearoa New Zealand
Context  Robert Peaslee,
University of Colorado ¢ This
paper problematizes the ongoing
concatenation of Aotearoa New
Zealand identity with fictional or
foreign places such as The Lord

of the Rings’ “Middle-earth.” This
process, related to “dépaysement”
or “out-of-nation-ness,” is
intentional and aimed at attracting
both tourists and film productions.
| argue that it diminishes the
importance of biculturalism relative
to the indigenous Maori population
and risks a kind of neo-colonialism
by erasing an important aspect of
national culture.

The Digital War Hero: A Textual
Analysis of the Production of
Whiteness and Masculinity in
the Metal Gear Solid Series

* Robin Johnson, University

of lowa ¢ This paper examines
cultural conditions of production
of hegemonic white masculinity

in the Metal Gear videogame
series. The textual analysis is
grounded in theories of whiteness,
masculinity, and cultural hybridity.
Gender and race are implicit

in the discursive meanings

of production and manifest a
hierarchical social organization of
gender within the game industry.
Changing technology in production
emphasizes more “realistic”
characters, and production
sequences create meanings
embodied in a digital body hexis of
the characters.

From Genre to Art: The
Sandman as Case Study in the
Social Dynamics of Popular
Culture « Mark Brewin,
University of Tulsa ¢ The author
uses the history of the Sandman
comic book character to map

out the changes in the cultural
construction of comic book
characters, their audiences, and
their producers. The case study of
this character is used to illustrate
what the author argues is a larger
change in the ways that popular
culture is used to create social
distinction and forms of cultural
capital.

Limited or Limitless? Nokia’s
Mobile Regulation of Everyday
Life « Jonathan Lillie, University
of Hawaii, Manoa ¢ This study
used a qualitative textual analysis
to examine several online and
magazine advertisements that
portray mobile devices-in-use

as tools of identity performance,
presenting the individual to the
world, and tools of social and
cultural mobility, presenting the
world to the individual. The paper,
which considers the contexts of the
Nokia and postmodern advertising,
critiques the limited commercial
vision of the company’s marketing
narratives and mobile technologies.

Poster Session: Group #5
Making Meaning Onscreen

The Hollywood Cinema:
Representation of American
Hegemony or Universal Values?
China’s Debate from 1994 to
2004 « Weiqun Su, University of
Minnesota ¢ This study critically
analyzes the extensive cultural
debate in China that lasted from
1994 to 2004 over the meaning

of the Hollywood cinema. Three
positions are found to emerge
from China’s debate: the belief in
Hollywood films’ representations
of the American way of life, the
argument of Hollywood films’
reflection of universally applicable
values, and the understanding of
Hollywood films as a carrier of
both American spirit and universal
values.

Mass Participation, Youth
Revolt and Grassroots Idol-
Making in the Shackles of the
State: Cultural Politics of the
Supergirl Contest ¢ Zixue Tai,
University of Kentucky, and Tao
Sun, Plymouth State University
* This study offers a critical
analysis of the Supergirl contest
of 2005 in China. An American
Idol-type reality show that features
live broadcast of participants,

the show made ratings history in
Chinese television by attracting
over 400 million viewers in its
finale. The paper situates the
phenomenon within the broad
sociopolitical context of China’s
economic liberalization and media
transformation, and explores how
audience members, led by Chinese
youngsters, engage in collective
meaning-making and counter-
discourse construction.
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Entertaining Reality: Media as
Social Experiments ¢ Paul Hillier,
University of Georgia * The
purpose of this paper is to flesh

out and highlight some of the

key relationships between a few
representative programs labeled
“reality TV” and the larger social
and cultural formations they are

a part of. This paper argues that
the practice of social experiments
can’t be easily divided between the
scientific and those that are not.
Indeed, this paper suggests there
are correspondences between the
scientific and commercial practice
of social experiments.

Something Careless This Way
Comes: Medical Error and Its
Consequences (or Lack Thereof)
on ER and Grey’s Anatomy
Katherine Foss, University of
Minnesota ¢ This paper explores
constructions of medical errors on
the shows ER and Grey’s Anatomy.
Medical professionals err due to
overzealous ambition, hospital
staffing problems, or distracting
patient behavior. Consequences for
medical errors include damage to
one’s career and legal action. More
often than not, however, medical
professionals face no consequences
for their mistakes. This lack of
consequences especially occurs
with female patients of lower
socio-economic class who have no
friends or family.

Friday, August 10

1:30 p.m.-3 p.m.

Scholar to Scholar: Mediating
Feminism and Femininity

(Re)constructing Gender
Dichotomies in the Media: The
Articulation of Lynndie England
to Abu Ghraib ¢ Dustin Harp
and Sara Struckman, University
of Texas, Austin « In this paper,

we analyze the process through
which news magazines made a
strong connection between Lynndie
England and the Abu Ghraib
scandal and how gender impacted
these “articulations.” By making
England the symbol of the scandal,
the media were able to divert
attention away from other problems
while reifying dichotomous

images of women in the media as
virgin or vamp. THIRD PLACE
FACULTY PAPER

Gender Crime and the Media:
The Case of Mary Kay
LeTourneau « Sean Baker

and Dominique Helou-Brown,
Towson University ¢ This paper
analyzed the Mary K. LeTourneau
child rape case in Washington
State, by analyzing televised
coverage of the case. LeTourneau
was positioned within traditional
feminine stereotypes causing

the criminality of her actions to
be diminished while excusing

her behavior. By positioning
LeTourneau into an “appropriate”
and constructed gender role, the
media assisted in the manufacturing
and upholding of our culture by
rectifying counter intuitive events.

Representing Katie: The Media
Commodification of the First
Female Network News Anchor
* Rebecca Kern and Suman
Mishra, Temple University

e This study explores how
women are represented in media,
especially those women who
seem to be challenging the status
quo. Using textual analysis and
feminist discourse, this study
examines ten weeks of news
reports on CBS news anchor Katie
Couric and compares it with the
coverage of Charles Gibson of
ABC. The findings reveal that
even though Couric received much
more coverage than Gibson, most
of the coverage was centered

on her appearance, personality,
presentation.

Sidelined by Gender: Examining
the Representation of the
Female Sideline Reporter ¢ Lori
Amber Roessner, University of
Georgia ¢ In this study, feminist
critical theory and textual
analysis are utilized to examine
the representation of the female
sideline reporter in the 2005-
2006 NCAA Division I-A college
football bowl season. Analysis
showed that female sideline
reporters were under-represented,
objectified and commaodified in
four select games of the 2005-
2006 NCAA Division I-A college
football bowl season. The study
revealed that representations

of female sideline reporters
reproduce masculine hegemony.
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Representing Women'’s
Empowerment Online:
Postcolonial Feminist Critiques

» Radhika Gajjala, Phyllis
Dako-Gyeke, and Yahui Zhang,
Bowling Green State University ¢
We map out a critique of discourses
of women’s emancipation in online
spaces from ongoing research

at global/local, rural/urban and
transnational intersections from
three distinct locations. One
discursive formation is that of the
United Nations Population Fund
as it is played out via its website,
while a second is an examination
of discourses around female genital
mutilation in online activism. The
third case is based in work offline
trying to develop strategies for
online marketing.

Taking Needlecraft to the
Extreme (Right): Rose Wilder
Lane and the Woman’s Day Book
of Needlework « Amy Lauters,
Wichita State University ¢ In the
1950s, journalist and writer Rose
Wilder Lane crafted a set of articles
about different needlecrafts for
Woman’s Day magazine. In private
correspondence, Lane called the
works a “right-wing extremist”
series of needlework articles. This
paper interrogates Lane’s 1950s-era
needlework features for Woman'’s
Day magazine and the subsequent
Woman’s Day Book of American
Needlework, which compiled those
articles and disseminated them, as a
collection, to a wide audience.

Saturday, August 11

5:15 p.m.-6:45 p.m.

Top Faculty and Student Papers
for Cultural and Critical Studies

Evidential Bodies: The Abject
and Forensic Gaze in C.S.1.:
Crime Scene Investigation ¢
David Pierson, University of
Southern Maine ¢ This paper
examines how C.S.I. fosters an
abject gaze toward the victim’s
corpse, which is both repulsive and
attractive in its focus on the effects
of death on the body. The abject
nature of the corpse is mediated
by the investigators’ forensic

gaze, which seeks to control
crime, death, and abjection. The
series’ representation of biological
identification and surveillance
technologies can be associated
with changing discourses of crime,
identity, and citizenship in the 21st
century. JAMES E. MURPHY
MEMORIAL AWARD FOR TOP
FACULTY PAPER

Ugly Is the New Beautiful:
Rearticulations and
Recuperations of Ugliness in the
Expansive Text of Ugly Betty

» Madeleine Esch, University

of Colorado » ABC’s hit show
Ugly Betty has been lauded for
challenging dominant ideas about
beauty. I investigate investigate
the disarticulation-rearticulation
of “ugly” in the expansive text

of Ugly Betty and consider to
what extent any rearticulation

is recuperated through
commaodification and/or rhetorical
strategies via the textuality of
websites associated with the show
and ABC’s “Be Ugly "07” public

service campaign. | conclude that
the resulting rearticulation does
not pose a significant challenge to
the beauty industries. JAMES W.
CAREY MEMORIAL AWARD
FOR TOP STUDENT PAPER

Sunday, August 12

10 a.m.-11:30 a.m.

Research Paper Session:
Theories of Journalism

A Changing Field Requires
Dynamic Methods: Ethnography
Rises to the Task  Hillary Lake,
University of Oregon ¢ This
essay explores issues about using
ethnography to study media, and
offers insight and information that
may benefit media researchers

and professionals who seek new
modes of inquiry. The author
notes the complex crossroads
where ethnography and journalism
intersect, and reiterates a call

for a “second wave” of news
ethnographies that privilege our
diverse news ecology and the
individuals who work within
specific news contexts.

Culture + Power: Synthesizing
Hall, Carey and Foucault for

a Cultural Understanding of
the Power of the Press « Lise
Marken, Stanford University

* This paper approaches the
question of the power of the
press while viewing journalism
as a cultural force, bringing
together the thinking of Stuart
Hall, James Carey and Michel
Foucault. Hall’s model of culture
incorporates power, but ultimately
allows culture to be eclipsed by
ideology. Carey makes space

for an understanding of culture,
but loses sight of power. These
views are reconciled by applying
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a Foucauldian view of power as
positive, distributed, unstable and
ubiquitous. THIRD PLACE
STUDENT PAPER

Pedagogies of Journalism

and Documentary: Toward

a Critical and Rhetorical
Articulation ¢ Ralph Beliveau,
University of Oklahoma ¢ The
relationship between journalism
pedagogy and learning in related
non—fiction forms offers unique
opportunities for developing a
critical framework. This essay
defines several questions raised
by documentary and frames them
so they offer critical insights for
all media students, and especially
journalism students. The paper
develops these questions by
offering a critical rhetorical
analysis of the 2001 documentary
Hell House.

Robert E. Park’s Legacy for
Mass Communication and Civic
Engagement Research  Susan
Sivek, University of Texas, Austin
« This paper discusses the legacy
of Robert E. Park, Chicago School
sociologist and communication
researcher. | evaluate the relevance
and utility of his theoretical

and methodological approaches
for today’s communication
researchers, particularly those
studying mass communication

and civic engagement. Park’s
work is in fact fundamental to

this research, though not always
recognized explicitly as such, and
more application of his views—plus
willingness to help guide solutions
to social problems—could enrich
this field. SECOND PLACE
STUDENT PAPER

BOOKNOTES

Recent book by one of our mem-
bers:

Stole, Inger. (2006). Advertising
on Trial: Consumer Activism and
Corporate Public Relations in the
1930s. University of Illinois Press.
For more information, please visit:
http://www.press.uillinois.edu/f05/
stole.html.

Call for Newsletter
Articles, Photos, etc.

New AEJMC

Membership Forum

AEJMC has launched the AEJIMC
Membership Forum at http://
aejmc.org/talk/. As Mich Sineath
(who describes himself as “the
new guy at the AEJMC Central
Office”), “the Membership Forum
is designed to gather feedback

on AEJMC events and issues,
brainstorm ideas for new projects
and programs, and share resources
and information on everything
from websites to curriculum
innovations. It offers complete
online social networking from a
central location, and will serve as
a key resource for members and
nonmembers as they explore the
many benefits of AEJMC.” One
very useful feature is the list of
online articles about journalism and
mass communication aggregated
from a wide range of sources.

The Forum also has Topics pages
for each of AEJMC’s divisions and
interest groups, including CCS. The
Forum is part of a web overhaul at
AEJMC, which includes a much-
improved AEJMC home page, at
http://aejmc.org/.

Would you like to include some-
thing in the next newsletter? Please
send all articles, photos, etc. to
Amanda Hall Gallagher at amanda.
h.gallagher@ttu.edu.
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